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For over a century, Prema Samajam has 
been a beacon of education and social 
transformation, nurturing generations 
with its holistic approach. From 
providing free schooling to sheltering 
the underprivileged, it continues to 
uplift communities through compassion 
and knowledge. Today, we delve into 
its remarkable journey and the lasting 
impact it has created. This is a story 
of resilience, service, and unwavering 
commitment to change.

Blended learning traditionally combines online and face-to-face 
instruction, but can we blend different online resources to enhance 
learning? Absolutely! Just as master tea blenders create unique 
flavors, educators can blend various digital tools to craft rich learning 
experiences.

JEET plus:
Take JEET learning management system, for example. This platform 
enables video-based learning, where students can watch curated lesson 
videos. But what if assessments for these lessons could come from 
external sources? Imagine students watching a math online lesson 
on JEET and then testing their understanding with quizzes from Khan 
Academy. Similarly, students could learn history through video based 
lectures and attempt AI-generated quizzes from ChatGPT.

Learn by Blending:
This blending approach allows educators to leverage the best content 
from multiple platforms, ensuring engaging, adaptive, and diverse 
learning experiences. Teachers can mix video explanations from 
one source with interactive quizzes, simulations, or case studies 
from another. Platforms like Khan Academy, which offers free video 
lectures in Maths also allow embedding quizzes within videos for 
active engagement. By strategically blending content across platforms, 
educators can enhance comprehension, retention, and engagement—
creating a truly holistic online learning environment. The future of 
education isn’t about a single source but about seamlessly integrating 
the best resources available. In a rapidly digitizing world, rural India 

still struggles with access to technology 
and education. Digital Saathi Foundation 
is bridging this gap by empowering 
underserved communities with digital 
literacy, smart learning centers, and 
skill-building initiatives. Our article 
explores their mission, the challenges 
they tackle, and the transformative 
change they are driving. A movement 
redefining education and opportunity at 
the grassroots. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Digital Saathi Foundation

Prema Samajam

Learn more about these stories on page 
number 3 & 5.

जीत की ओर

Blending in Learning
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Join JEET by becoming 
a member

Using mobile phones to educate yourself:

Rural school kids in India can benefit immensely from blended online 
learning using elders’ mobile phones. Here are some key advantages:

1. Access to Quality Education
Rural students often lack access to qualified teachers for all subjects. 
Platforms like JEET, Khan Academy, and ChatGPT can provide FREE, high-
quality video lessons and interactive quizzes. They can learn concepts from 
the best educators, regardless of location.

2. Flexible Learning Anytime, Anywhere
Unlike traditional schools with fixed schedules, children can learn at their 
own pace whenever an elder’s phone is available. Recorded lessons ensure 
revisiting difficult topics multiple times.

3. Cost-Effective Learning
Instead of buying expensive books or enrolling in coaching classes, 
students can access free learning content. Minimal data usage is required 
for many educational platforms, and some even offer offline access.

4. Parent & Community Involvement
Elders can supervise and encourage learning, leading to better motivation. 
Learning can become a community effort, fostering group discussions 
among students.

5. Exposure to Digital Literacy
Using mobile-based learning improves tech skills, preparing students for a 
digital-first future.

Kids become comfortable with AI tools, quizzes, and online research, 
bridging the digital divide. By blending mobile-based learning with school 
education, rural students gain opportunities otherwise unavailable in 
remote areas. Welcome to the world of blended learning.

If you are passionate about making 
an impact in the education sector, 
we encourage you to join JEET 
today and become a member of the 
movement to transform education in 
India. As a member, you will have the 
opportunity to work with a network 
of NGOs, governments, organizations, 
institutions, and individuals who 
are deeply committed to promoting 
quality education for all.

To become a member of JEET, simply 
scan the QR Code below. 

Join us today and let’s work together 
to eliminate educational inequality 
and promote quality education for all. 

f Jeet Edu

jeet_edu
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In a bustling corner of Visakhapatnam, where history and modernity 
intersect, stands Prema Samajam, an institution that has quietly but 
powerfully reshaped countless lives for nearly a century. Founded in 1930 
by Sri Maredla Sathyanarayana, Prema Samajam began as a humble 
spiritual movement, but over time, it evolved into one of the most 
significant social service organizations in Andhra Pradesh.

At its core, Prema Samajam exemplifies the idea that small, sustained 
efforts can trigger a snowball effect, ultimately leading to large-scale 
societal transformation. The organization’s philosophy is simple yet 
profound: compassion in action can uplift an entire community. What 
started as a spiritual collective soon grew into an educational, social, and 
healthcare revolution, touching thousands of lives over nine decades.

The Evolution of a Social Powerhouse

In its early years, Prema Samajam was centered around devotional 
gatherings, bhajans, and spiritual discourse. However, as the movement 
gained momentum, it became clear that true service extended beyond 
spiritual upliftment—it required tangible interventions in education, 
healthcare, and social welfare.

The 1950s marked a major turning point. In 1952, Prema Samajam 
established its first free primary school, opening doors to education for 
children from marginalized backgrounds. This move was nothing short 
of revolutionary at a time when access to formal education was largely 
restricted to the privileged few.

For many families, the idea of education was unfamiliar—sending a child 
to school often meant losing an extra pair of hands to work in the fields or 
on daily wages. But as the first batch of students gained literacy and found 
opportunities beyond manual labor, others followed suit. The impact was 
undeniable. Parents who had once been reluctant began encouraging their 
children to attend school, and the organization witnessed the first of many 
ripples of change that would continue for generations.

The Ripple Effect: How Small Interventions Led to Lasting Impact

Prema Samajam’s work is a powerful reminder that change doesn’t always 
come in grand gestures—it often starts with small, determined steps.
The success of the free school encouraged the organization to expand its 
reach. Recognizing that education alone was not enough, it introduced 
vocational training programs, ensuring that individuals had the skills 
needed for self-sufficiency. Women, who were often confined to domestic 
roles, were provided tailoring courses that allowed them to earn an 
income. Computer literacy programs were later introduced to bridge the 
digital divide, ensuring that disadvantaged youth had access to modern 
job opportunities.

Today, Prema Samajam’s initiatives extend across several critical areas:

1. Education & Skill Development

- Free Primary and High School Education for underprivileged children
- Computer Literacy & Vocational Training for youth and young adults
- Tailoring Courses for Women, enabling financial independence

Prema Samajam: Nine Decades of Transformative 
Social Service
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2. Healthcare & Social Welfare

- Free Medical Camps, providing healthcare to the poor
- Leprosy Rehabilitation Centers, ensuring dignity for the afflicted
- Care Homes for the Elderly, offering shelter to those abandoned by society

3. Community & Crisis Support

- Cremation of Unclaimed Bodies, a deeply compassionate service ensuring 
dignity in death
- Support for Tribal Communities, providing basic necessities and education 
access

Each of these initiatives, seemingly small at the outset, has contributed to 
breaking cycles of poverty, social exclusion, and illiteracy. Over decades, 
Prema Samajam has evolved into a safety net for the most vulnerable, 
proving that social change is a slow but deeply impactful process.

A Structure Built for Longevity

One of the key reasons behind Prema Samajam’s longevity is its strong 
governance and structured approach. Many social initiatives start with 
noble intentions but struggle with sustainability beyond their founders. 
Prema Samajam’s success lies in its ability to adapt and maintain its core 
mission across generations.

To ensure long-term impact, a formal Executive Committee was established 
in 1941, tasked with overseeing various initiatives, fundraising, and 
maintaining the ethical foundation of the organization. This structure has 
allowed Prema Samajam to remain effective even as social needs have 
evolved over time.

Unlike many NGOs that rely heavily on external funding, Prema Samajam 
has cultivated a strong network of local donors, volunteers, and community 
stakeholders, ensuring that its work remains deeply rooted in the needs of 
the people it serves.

Why Prema Samajam Matters More Than Ever

In a world where many social service organizations struggle to survive past 
a few decades, Prema Samajam’s journey is remarkable. It stands as a living 
testament to the power of sustained, grassroots efforts. What makes this 
institution unique is its ability to adapt without losing sight of its mission. 
While its origins were spiritual, its work today is deeply humanitarian, 
proving that true service goes beyond prayers and rituals—it is about 
action, impact, and sustained commitment.

Its contribution to education is perhaps its most profound achievement. 
Every educated child represents a shift in generational poverty cycles—a 
single classroom has the power to transform not just individuals, but 
entire communities. Moreover, Prema Samajam’s integrated approach—
blending education, healthcare, and social support—serves as a model 
for sustainable, impact-driven social service. It is not just a charity; it is 
an engine of change, a force that has redefined social responsibility in 
Visakhapatnam and beyond.

As we step into an era where grassroots organizations are needed more 
than ever to bridge socio-economic disparities, Prema Samajam remains a 
shining example of what long-term commitment, vision, and unwavering 
dedication can achieve. It reminds us that no effort is too small. A single 
school in 1952 may have seemed like just another initiative, but today, 
it stands as proof that even the most modest beginnings can ignite 
revolutions that last for generations.
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In the heart of Sonbhadra, Uttar Pradesh, a quiet digital revolution is taking 
place. The Digital Saathi Foundation (DSF), founded in 2023 by Ved Ojha, 
is redefining access to technology and education in one of India’s most 
underserved regions. At a time when the world is rapidly moving towards a 
digital-first future, DSF ensures that rural communities are not left behind.
From a modest start, the foundation has grown into a key player in digital 
literacy, education, and community empowerment. It runs a Community 
Learning Center (CLC) that provides underprivileged students with 
resources to bridge the learning gap. But DSF’s work goes far beyond 
classrooms. They have set up Sonbhadra’s first modern Anganwadi center, 
integrating Information and Communication Technology (ICT) to enhance 
early childhood education. The impact? A more engaging, tech-enabled 
learning experience for children who might otherwise never see the inside 
of a smart classroom.

But education is just one part of the puzzle. Education and digital 
initiatives, particularly for women, play a crucial role in DSF’s mission. 
Through their Menstrual Health and Hygiene Management (MHM) 
program, the foundation provides workshops and sanitary products, 
ensuring that young girls and women have the information and resources 
they need. In addition, their education awareness programs have 
touched thousands of lives, spreading crucial knowledge about learning 
opportunities and digital access.

A strong focus on skill development and digital empowerment further sets 
DSF apart. Many rural youth face bleak employment prospects due to a 
lack of skills, but through digital literacy programs and vocational training, 
DSF equips them with the tools needed for better opportunities. Whether 
it’s basic computer education, job-ready training, or entrepreneurial 
support, the goal remains the same: empowering individuals to break the 
cycle of poverty.

The Impact

The numbers tell an inspiring story. In just a year, DSF has supported 
over 2,000 individuals through its various initiatives. More than 5,000 
marginalized people benefit from its programs daily, and the foundation 
has implemented over seven key projects aimed at long-term, sustainable 
development. However, beyond the statistics, the true impact lies in the 
lives changed. A young girl who now has access to online learning, a 
mother who can track her child’s health through ICT-enabled Anganwadi 
centers, a youth who has found employment thanks to digital training—
these are the stories that define DSF’s work.

Ved Ojha: The Visionary Behind Digital Saathi

At the helm of this initiative is Ved Ojha, a Common Service Center 
Village Level Entrepreneur (CSC VLE) turned social changemaker. Having 
witnessed firsthand the stark digital divide in rural India, he set out to 
change the narrative. His journey from working with CSCs to founding DSF 
is a testament to how local leadership can drive grassroots transformation. 
Under his guidance, DSF is not just a foundation—it is a movement to 
democratize access to technology, education, and opportunity.
As Digital Saathi Foundation continues to grow, it serves as a powerful 
model for digital inclusion in rural India. With a blend of technology, 
education, and social impact, it stands as a beacon of change, proving that 
when people are given the right tools, they can build their own future.

Digital Saathi Foundation: Bridging the Digital 
Divide in Rural India
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India dreams of becoming a trillion-dollar economy by 2032, yet in the 
heart of its villages, children still struggle with crumbling classrooms, 
absent teachers, and an education system stuck in time. The contrast 
is stark: while urban India races ahead with AI-powered learning, rural 
students often don’t have access to a basic textbook, let alone the 
internet. The question we need to ask is—can India truly progress if half its 
population is left behind? 
 
The Harsh Reality of Rural Education 
In a remote village in Uttar Pradesh, a young girl named Meena wakes up 
at dawn, walks miles to school, only to find her teacher missing—again. 
She sits on a cracked wooden bench in a room with no electricity, staring 
at a blackboard filled with yesterday’s lesson. This isn’t just Meena’s story. 
It’s the reality of thousands of children across rural India. With over one 
million teacher vacancies, students are often left to learn on their own. 
Classrooms with a 47:1 student-to-teacher ratio make individual attention 
impossible. Libraries are a luxury, and digital access? A distant dream. The 
gap between urban and rural education isn’t just wide—it’s widening. 
 
The Urgency of Digital Transformation 

This is where aggressive digital intervention is no longer a choice but a 
necessity. Imagine a world where Meena doesn’t have to wait for a teacher. 
Instead, she logs into an online portal where interactive lessons guide 
her through concepts in her own language. Imagine a classroom where 
students can watch science experiments on a tablet instead of reading 
about them in outdated books. 
 
Technology has the power to bring quality education to the most remote 
corners of India. It can provide: 
 
- Real-time learning resources—so that no child is left behind. 
- Teacher training and support—because even the best technology needs a 
human touch. 
- Community engagement—empowering parents and local leaders to take 
charge of education. 
 
The Revolution Has Begun 

Thankfully, some changemakers aren’t waiting. The Shiksha Initiative by the 
Shiv Nadar Foundation has already brought digital literacy to thousands. 
The Digital Saathi Foundation (DSF) in Sonbhadra, Uttar Pradesh, is 
transforming early childhood education by integrating smart Anganwadis 
and digital literacy programs. Their Menstrual Health and Hygiene 
Program is breaking taboos and ensuring young girls stay in school 
Organizations like JEET are also stepping up with innovative solutions, 
offering a crowdsourced free platform that connects rural students 
with digital resources, mentors, and educational content. By leveraging 
technology and community-driven efforts, JEET is ensuring that quality 
education isn’t a privilege but a right for every child. 
 
The Road Ahead 

Education is not just about learning to read and write. It’s about 
opportunity, dignity, and the ability to dream. If India wants to be a global 
leader, it cannot afford to leave Meena and millions like her behind. The 
future is digital, and the time to bridge the divide is now. 
 

The Digital Divide in Rural India: A Call for 
Urgent Transformation

Member organizations 
of JEET

Vipla Foundation 
www.viplafoundation.org 
Activities : Education Initiatives, Skill 
Development Programs, Community 
Development 

VKRCE Trust
YouTube@MathsMadeSweet
Activites : Education, DIgital Video 
Library, Training.

Ramakrishna Sarada Samiti
www.rkssngo.org
Activities : Education, Women’s 
Empowerment and Health Camps

National Association for the Blind
www.nabindia.org.in
Activities : Prevention of blindness 
and low vision, Education, Talking 
books, Braille press, Vocational 
training, etc.

Bombay Community Public Trust
www.bcpt.org.in
Activities : Educational scholarships, 
medical relief, development of 
some training manuals and films, 
conducting NGO development 
activities and projects through NGOs

Shree Samarth Vyayam Mandir
https://ssvmdadar.com/
Activities : Sports Training & 
Certification and Yoga

MSP Foundation
http://www.msp-edu.org/
Activities : Educating, uplifting and 
strengthening through schools 
including the villages of Ambavade 
and Gursale, in Central Maharashtra.

Muktangan Education Trust
https://muktanganedu.org/
Activities : Seven Mumbai Municipal 
schools Integrated with a Teacher 
Education Center, Outreach through 
Collaborative Learning, Research and 
Advocacy


